
 
CDR Rob Smith is the Director 
of Prevention Operations for 
U.S. Coast Guard Sector 
Houston-Galveston in Galena 
Park, Texas. He is directly 
responsible for marine & 
facility inspection, marine 
investigation and waterway 
management for the Port of 
Houston and also serves as 
advisor to the Sector 
Commander for these same 
functions for the Ports of 
Freeport, Galveston, Texas 
City, Port Arthur, Beaumont, 
Orange, Cameron and Lake 
Charles. 

 
 

 

      

 
His previous assignment was as the USCG’s National Vessel 
Response Plan Program Manager within the Coast Guard’s Office of 
Vessel Activities in Washington, D.C. CDR Smith has also served 
as Executive Officer, Maritime Safety and Security Team 91104 
(Galveston, TX), CG Liaison to the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy 
as well as marine inspection, investigation and pollution 
response field assignments on the Houston Ship Channel and New 
York Harbor.   
   
Rob started out his maritime career as a licensed Merchant 
Marine Officer and is a 1992 graduate of the U.S. Merchant 
Marine Academy.  He holds a B.S. in Maritime Transportation and 
is a 2005 graduate of the University of Houston-Clear Lake’s 
School of Business with a M.S. in Environmental Management. 

CDR Smith's military decorations include the Meritorious Service 
Medal, four Coast Guard Commendation Medals, three Coast Guard 
Achievement Medals, the 911 Service Medal and several others.   

A native of Boston, Massachusetts and Western Kansas, CDR Smith 
is married to the former Teri Villegas of Houston, Texas. They 
have three children, Kelly (21), Robby (12) and Valeria (10).  

 
 


